Nehemiah 3
Working together

Mount of
Olives

Kidron - - - brook
Ben Hinnom – gehenna – refuse dump

Sheep Gate
3 Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went
to work and rebuilt the Sheep Gate. They dedicated
it and set its doors in place, building as far as the
Tower of the Hundred, which they dedicated, and as
far as the Tower of Hananel. 2 The men of
Jericho built the adjoining section, and Zakkur son of
Imri built next to them.

Sheep Gate

The first gate mentioned is the Sheep Gate, where the
sheep and lambs used in the sacrifices were bought into
the city. Jesus is “the Lamb of God that takes away the
sins of the world.” The Sheep Gate, then, speaks to us of
the cross and the sacrifice that was made for our sins.

Fish Gate
3 The

Fish Gate was rebuilt by the sons of Hassenaah.
They laid its beams and put its doors and bolts and
bars in place.4 Meremoth son of Uriah, the son of
Hakkoz, repaired the next section. Next to him
Meshullam son of Berekiah, the son of Meshezabel,
made repairs, and next to him Zadok son of Baana
also made repairs. 5 The next section was repaired by
the men of Tekoa, but their nobles would not put
their shoulders to the work under their supervisors.

Fish Gate
The next section was repaired by the men of Tekoa, but
their nobles would not put their shoulders to the work
under their supervisors
All others are named, and still remembered… – but the
names of these ‘nobles’ are forgotten…
The Fish Gate is so named because the fisherman
of Galilee would bring their catch in to be sold
through this gate. It speaks of evangelism as it
reminds us that we have been called to be ‘fishers of
men.’ It is a natural progression in our Christian life
— after seeing that Jesus died for our sins, we would
want to tell others about it.

Old gate
6 The

Old Gate was repaired by Joiada son of Paseah and
Meshullam son of Besodeiah. They laid its beams and put its
doors with their bolts and bars in place. 7 Next to them, repairs
were made by men from Gibeon and Mizpah—Melatiah of
Gibeon and Jadon of Meronoth—places under the authority of
the governor of Trans-Euphrates. 8 Uzziel son of Harhaiah, one
of the goldsmiths, repaired the next section; and Hananiah, one
of the perfume-makers, made repairs next to that. They
restored Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall. 9 Rephaiah son of
Hur, ruler of a half-district of Jerusalem, repaired the next
section. 10 Adjoining this, Jedaiah son of Harumaph made
repairs opposite his house, and Hattush son of Hashabneiah
made repairs next to him. 11 Malkijah son of Harim and Hasshub
son of Pahath-Moab repaired another section and the Tower of
the Ovens. 12 Shallum son of Hallohesh, ruler of a half-district of
Jerusalem, repaired the next section with the help of his
daughters.

Old gate
• Priests, Priests helpers (Levites) gold smiths,
perfume makers and daughters – no
professional builders are mentioned, no
bricklayers or carpenters
• The Old Gate speaks to us of the old ways of
truth that never change. Jeremiah 6:16
states ‘Thus says the Lord, Stand by the ways
and see and ask for the ancient paths, where
the good way is and walk in it; And you will
find rest for your souls.’

Valley Gate
13 The

Valley Gate was repaired by Hanun and the
residents of Zanoah. They rebuilt it and put its doors
with their bolts and bars in place. They also repaired
a thousand cubits of the wall as far as the Dung Gate.

Valley gate
Sooner or later the Valley Gate must come. The Valley
Gate speaks to us of humbling and trials – valley-type
experiences used by the Lord for our personal
growth. Nothing really grows on the mountain tops, but
it certainly does down in the valleys. So it is in the
spiritual.

Dung gate
14 The

Dung Gate was repaired by Malkijah son of
Rekab, ruler of the district of Beth Hakkerem. He
rebuilt it and put its doors with their bolts and bars
in place.

Dung gate
• The Dung Gate is the gate used to take all the
refuse and rubbish out of Jerusalem, down to
the valley of Hinnom to be burned. This is what
happens in our own life.
• Valley experiences are used by the Lord to clear
away the rubbish so that true faith, refined by
the fire, can come forth and produce fruit.

Fountain gate 1
15 The

Fountain Gate was repaired by Shallun son of
Kol-Hozeh, ruler of the district of Mizpah. He rebuilt
it, roofing it over and putting its doors and bolts and
bars in place. He also repaired the wall of the Pool of
Siloam, by the King’s Garden, as far as the steps
going down from the City of David. 16 Beyond him,
Nehemiah son of Azbuk, ruler of a half-district of
Beth Zur,made repairs up to a point opposite the
tombs[e] of David, as far as the artificial pool and the
House of the Heroes.

Fountain gate - 2
17 Next

to him, the repairs were made by the Levites
under Rehum son of Bani. Beside him, Hashabiah,
ruler of half the district of Keilah, carried out repairs
for his district. 18 Next to him, the repairs were made
by their fellow Levites under Binnui son of Henadad,
ruler of the other half-district of Keilah. 19 Next to
him, Ezer son of Jeshua, ruler of Mizpah, repaired
another section, from a point facing the ascent to the
armory as far as the angle of the wall. 20 Next to him,
Baruch son of Zabbai zealously repaired another
section, from the angle to the entrance of the house
of Eliashib the high priest.21 Next to him,
Meremoth son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, repaired
another section, from the entrance of Eliashib’s
house to the end of it.

Fountain gate
The Fountain Gate is located extremely close
to the Dung Gate. In other words, after a valley
type experience where rubbish in our lives is
cleared out and true faith comes forth, then the
fountains begin to flow — and it doesn’t take
long! The fountain speaks to us of the living
waters of the Holy Spirit that cleanse our lives
and empower us for our Christian life.

Water gate
22 The

repairs next to him were made by the priests from
the surrounding region. 23 Beyond them, Benjamin and
Hasshub made repairs in front of their house; and next to
them, Azariah son of Maaseiah, the son of Ananiah,
made repairs beside his house. 24 Next to him, Binnui son
of Henadad repaired another section, from Azariah’s
house to the angle and the corner,25 and Palal son of Uzai
worked opposite the angle and the tower projecting from
the upper palace near the court of the guard. Next to
him, Pedaiah son of Parosh 26 and the temple
servants living on the hill of Ophel made repairs up to a
point opposite the Water Gate toward the east and the
projecting tower. 27 Next to them, the men of
Tekoa repaired another section, from the great projecting
tower to the wall of Ophel.

Water gate
• Baptism by water
• The Water Gate is a picture of the Word of
God and its effect in our life. Ephesians 5:26
states ‘… having washed her by the water of
the word.’ It is no coincidence that this gate
was located next to the fountain gate as the two
often go together. The Holy Spirit is the one
who makes the word of God alive to us
personally, allowing cleansing, encouragement,
and direction to take place in our life.

Horse gate
28 Above

the Horse Gate, the priests made repairs,
each in front of his own house. 29 Next to them,
Zadok son of Immer made repairs opposite his
house.

Horse gate
• The Horse Gate speaks of warfare as horses
were used in battle. Revelation 19:11 — ‘I saw
Heaven opened, and behold a white horse;
and he that sat upon him was called Faithful
and True, and in righteousness does He judge
and make war.’ Spiritual warfare, as we will
see in the book of Nehemiah, is the reality of
every Christian. We are all in a battle as
soldiers for Christ to bring salvation to the
world.

East gate
Next to him, Shemaiah son of Shekaniah, the guard
at the East Gate, made repairs. 30 Next to him,
Hananiah son of Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son
of Zalaph, repaired another section. Next to them,
Meshullam son of Berekiah made repairs opposite
his living quarters.

The East Gate (above — the blocked Eastern Gate
in Jerusalem, also known as the Golden Gate) is
known by Jews for one particular event – the
coming of the Messiah! Ezekiel 44:1-3 ‘… the gate
that looked toward the east, and it was shut. The
Lord said to me, ‘This gate shall be shut; it shall not
be opened, and no one shall enter by it, for the Lord
God of Israel has entered by it.’ The East Gate
opens and looks toward the Mount of Olives, where
Jesus will return (Zechariah 14:4). He will then
enter Jerusalem by the East Gate. So the East Gate
also speaks of the return of Jesus Christ.

Inspection gate
31 Next

to him, Malkijah, one of the goldsmiths, made
repairs as far as the house of the temple servants
and the merchants, opposite the Inspection Gate,
and as far as the room above the corner;

• The final gate is the Inspection Gate. This
gate speaks to us of the judgment seat of Christ
where our lives are inspected and rewarded
appropriately.
• In our Christian experience we should be living
with this in mind. We are called to live our lives
with eternity in view, caring more for the things
of eternity than the temporal that we see around
us.
• Prophetically this gate also speaks of the
judgement of the nations that takes place when
Jesus returns. This is recorded in the sheep and
the goats judgement in Mathew 25:31-46.

Sheeps’ gate
32 and

between the room above the corner and the
Sheep Gate the goldsmiths and merchants made
repairs.

• A lot of people work near their houses
• The priests work near the temple
• But there also those from other cities, like Tekoa,
Jericho

Back to the beginning…
• Jesus, the beginning and the end
• The alpha and omega (Rev 22:13)
• The lamb that was slain before the foundation of the
world (Rev 13:8)
• The word of God that spoke everything into being (John 1)
• The author and perfector of our faith (Heb 12:2)
• The Amen (Rev 3:14) These are the words of the Amen,
the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s
creation.
• All the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is
why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God
for his glory. (2 Cor 1:20) When we realize that “Amen”
and “Yes” mean the same thing, here’s what the
verse says: In Jesus Christ, God says his Yes to us
through his promises; and in Christ we say our Yes to

